Short communications
SCHMIDT RUPPIN strain of Rous sarcoma virus. Two of them were analysed karyologically, and typical microchromosomes were seen in all metaphases.
Foci were counted in three independent experiments (Table ~) . In groups treated with Sendai virus the average number of loci exceeded the number in control plates by 4o-to 5o-fold. There was variation from one experiment to another, but the increase in control counts was always associated with an increase in experimental counts. In cultures where mouse embryo ceils were substituted for chicken cells no foci developed. In three experiments 2 x IO ~ chick embryo cells were incubated for 45 min. at 37 ° with o. 5 ml. freshly prepared filtrates of tissue culture fluid from RSCh cultures, treated with iooo HAU of Sendai virus and seeded for focus assay. Neither foci of transformed cells nor production of Rous sarcoma virus were detected.
Focus assay, originally developed by Temin & Rubin (I958) for titration of Rous sarcoma virus can, therefore, be successfully adopted for the detection of virus rescue by the association of virogenic and sensitive cells. In addition, this assay enables direct recognition of factors enhancing the effect of association--such as cellular fusion produced by Sendai virus--and makes possible the further investigation of the whole phenomenon.
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